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Our Passion For Land Protection
It's What Makes Bridgewater Bridgewater

Bridgewater may be a small town but we are mighty and our passion for land protection is
fierce! As spring unfolds, we count on everyone to keep our tranquil town unspoiled and full
of nature's wonder. Our hopes are high and our dreams are big as we push forward with
initiatives that support our natural and working lands.

Your support this year will help:
  

Repurpose and remodel the large dairy barn at the Town Line Farm Preserve allowing
for programs and space that support future farmers.

Achieve our "30 x 30" goal of preserving 30% of the natural and working lands in
Bridgewater by 2030.

Enhance recreational opportunities through well-maintained public trails, including the
creation and opening of new trails at the Tappen Brook Preserve.

Give Local is April 29-30
A Give-A-Thon With a Competitive Twist

The annual Give Local campaign has become our biggest fundraiser of the year. We will
cheer on all the wonderful non-profits, but we also will feel our competitive juices flowing.

https://bridgewaterlandtrust.org/


There will be a sense of pride to see a Bridgewater charity on the leader board especially
when we will be competing with much larger communities and organizations.

Over 310 non-profit organizations participated in the CT Community Foundations Give Local
event in 2024, and likely, there will be as many or more in 2025. This on-line, 36 hour give-a-
thon, is filled with excitement! There are cash prizes to win, bonus funds, match opportunities
and a leader board that shows in real time who is out front! In 2024 we came in 2nd place
overall and 1st place among "small" organizations. Let's try to get there again!

There is no doubt that this is the best time to support land preservation in Bridgewater. We
are very grateful to the 225 people who contributed in 2024.  We rely completely on your
generosity to do our important work.
A special thanks to Bridgewater resident and BWLT Director, Chris Amorossi for the
$35,000 matching challenge (wow!) and to the Will Stuart Team for their $5,000 donor
challenge (if we reach 200 donors, we unlock an additional $5,000). We are off to an
impressive start!





It's Nature's Busy Season
And You Can Help

Our forests and fields are abuzz with activity as wildlife wakes up for springtime. It is always
a thrill to see the beautiful creatures who live among us. There are many things that humans
can do to aid in their survival. Here are a few reminders:

For the pollinators, please resist the urge to clean up your gardens until temperatures are
consistently above 50 degrees. Many butterflies, bees and other pollinators are
overwintering in the dead leaves and may not survive disruption.

Do not use poisons to kill yard pests like moles. These poisons can and do kill owls,
other raptors, and predatory animals. The most humane way to get rid of moles is to use
beneficial nematodes that dine on the grubs that form much of the mole diet. 

While we love to see bears in our yards, do not attract them with easy to open garbage
receptacles left out overnight. Bear-resistant garbage cans are a good option. A few
choices with high ratings: Toter's Bear Tough Trash or Rehrig Pacific Bear Resistant
Roll-Out Carts (used by All American Waste). Also remember to close your grills and
only fill your bird feeders in the winter.
Drive like a turtle! Early morning hours and dusk are the most active times for wildlife.
They will be on the move this time of year seeking food for hungry babies.

Speaking of turtles, if you help them across the road, be sure to place them in the
direction they were heading.



A red fox trotting along a Christian Street
field.

A black bear (the only kind we have in CT),
seen near Henry Sanford Rd.

 

Celebrating Spring!
Thank you to over 70 people who ushered in spring with us on March 20th at Italia Mia
Restaurant. We are so grateful to be part of a generous and supportive community who cares
deeply about preserving and protecting our land!

A special thank you to our Auction & Door Prize Donors: Neal & Smita Bandyopadhyay,
Bridgewater Chocolate, Cynthia & Christian Feuer, Leslie Granger, Italia Mia Restaurant,
David Kellogg, Philippa Malkin, Nutmeg Olive Oil Company, Mae & Tom Orkisz, Andrew
& Molly Smith, Alisha Strother, Julie Stuart and Walter Von Egidy.





FIELD NOTES
Impact Report
The BWLT 2024 Impact Report has been
sent to residents and members. If you did
not receive one and would like to read it,
here is the link to the report on our
website: https://bridgewaterlandtrust.org/2024-
impact-report/

Local Farms & Food Film
Click below to watch our 20 minute video
promoting local farms. Thank you to Maple Bank
Farm, Riverbank Farm, Nature View Farm, Stuart
Family Farm and the Mine Hill Distillery for
sharing their insight with us!

Local Farms And Food

https://vimeo.com/1021032377/5c8ef4700a


Earth Day Celebration
Celebrate Earth Day on April 27 at Hollow Park in Woodbury.
This free event offers a day filled with interactive exhibits, eco-
friendly vendors, live music, hands-on workshops, children's
activities, and much more. Get details here:
www.woodburyearthday.com

Big Night
March 16th was a very rainy evening with
temperatures in the mid-50's. Bridgewater roads
were full of amphibians making their way to safe
vernal pools to lay their eggs. A small brigade of
volunteers assisted over two dozen frogs to cross
our roads.

UPCOMING/RECENT EVENTS

 
Lend A Hand

Keep Bridgewater Green (and Clean)
Let's clean our roadsides! Come by the front of the Town Hall for your supplies and to pick
your street. Families are welcome and kids will love to find one of our amazing prizes (adults
will like them too).







Save The Dates
Hold on to your hats for two new and exciting events coming in June! In partnership with the
Roxbury Land Trust, we are offering a Farm Crawl to celebrate our farming communities.
Guests have the opportunity to visit six local farms, talk to the farmers about their operation
and experience a special feature at each stop. In late June, we are partying "Under The
Dome" a one-of-a-kind, not to be missed shindig. Get ready to mingle among the cows and
hay bales, with live music by RivaJean, hayrides, Luigi's wood-fired pizza, cocktails and
much more. Tickets for both of these events are available now on our website on the
Upcoming Events tab.





Support Us

The Bridgewater Land Trust is a federally recognized
501(c) (3) charitable organization, and all your

contributions are tax deductible. 

DONATE

 

Stay Social

P.O Box 8
Bridgewater, CT 06752
Phone: (860) 355-8233

E-Mail: julie@bridgewaterlandtrust.org
www.bridgewaterlandtrust.org
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